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sins. He has never been known to find fault with any
young man or young woman of marriageable age. The
. spinster may be as ugly as one of Shakespeare's witches,
and the young man may be as deformed as deformity
itself, the Ghatak sees no defect in either. The one
in his eye, or at any rate in his mouth, is as beautiful
and gentle as Lakshmi (the wife of Vishnu, the Venus
of India), and the other as handsome and accomplished
as Kartikeya (the Indian Mars). . . . A Ghatak, properly
speaking, is a Brahman of a very high order, and
confines his services only to the priestly class. A
Brahman Ghatak is often a man of learning, and
invariably a man of persuasive eloquence, and he has
the whole of the Indian ' Burke's Peerage* and
' Baronetage' at his fingers1 ends. But every caste
has its own Ghataks," * who are acquainted with the
history of the families in their neighbourhood for
generations.

Another Bengali gentleman writes much in the same
strain.f " When an unmarried boy attains his seventeenth
or eighteenth year, numbers of professional men, called
Ghataks, or match-makers, come to the parents with
overtures of marriage. These men are destitute of
principle, but know how to pander to the frailties of
human nature; most of them are great flatterers, and
endeavour to impose on the parents in the most bare-
faced manner. When the qualities of a girl are to be
commended, they indulge in a strain .of exaggeration,
and unblushingly declare that 'she is beautiful as a full
moon, the symmetry of her person is exact, her teeth
are like the seeds of a pomegranate, her voice is sweet
as that of the cuckoo, her gait is graceful, she speaks

* " Bengal Peasant Life," p. 87.
f " The Hindus as they ares" p. 40,